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"The Government We Choose: 
Lean, Focused, Affordable" is the utle of the 
Weld-Cellucci plan for downsizing govern- 
ment. With a picture of Sisyphus (The Crafty) 
on the cover, Massachusetts residents are 
forewarned this will be a plan from Hades 
and will be an endless, heartbreaking job. 

Released in November, the 1 1'7-page docu- 
ment is peppered with gems like "there are 
four more Health and Human Services of- 
fices in Massachusetts than there are 
McDonald's franchises" and "state personnel 
rules discourage employees from seeking 
jobs outside of government." 

Four new principles to guide a "nght" 
sized government are: 

mw Put the Citizen First: Government 
should make sure citizens are the first to bear 
the brunt of cutbacks, not government itself. 

ug Demand Measurable Results: Base 
contracts on performance; for example, out- 
come-based contracting could mean rather 
than pay to prepare repetitious Central Artery 
financing plans, the state would immediately 
put toll booths on all local bridges and charge 
a hefty fee. 

w Rely on Markets: Since pnvatization is 
about competition vs. monopoly not public 
vs. private, all state officials will be issued 
Monopoly games and asked to play ad 
nauseum to learn the evils of no competition. 

gw Simplify. Since more and more students 
graduate from high school with only eighth- 


tA 
New approach to increasing bus speeds and reducing dwell time: the MBTA will no longer 
come to a full stop at some bus stops, but will gently slow down to allow people to jump aboard! 


Annual awards on the 
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Weld's Simplified Government Plan 





grade skills, the last four high-school years 
will be eliminated. The file-by-phone tax filing 
system has already reduced filing time to 18 
minutes. In addition to DOR savings, psychia- 
trists' tax-time loads were reduced by 30 percent. 

Under the plan, only two secretaries are 
envisioned, and these two people will assist 
the Czar in selecting, through competitive 
contracting, the group to manage state gov- 
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ernment or to promote a unique "adopt-a- 
department" program through ads on the in- 
side of candy wrappers. While the reorgani- 
zation plan is under scrutiny, most agree that 
reducing spending, jobs, hours, thinking, out- 
put, compassion, and doing less with less is 
the wave of the future. 

Call the Governor's Office of External Af- 
fairs at 727-6250 for a copy of the plan. 


As a result of the recent service 
survey, the MBTA is making changes to its 
bus operations. Responding to a frequent com- 
plaint that crowded buses are too slow, the 
MBTA will increase speeds by not stopping 
at all bus stops. Instead, full MBTA buses will 
simply slow down near some bus stops to 
allow passengers to grab on the outside. Esti- 
mates say this will save about 24.64 percent 
of trip ume on an average urban bus route. 

The MBTA will simultaneously tackle an- 
other cause of bus delays, traffic congestion. 
Reversing its age-old policy, bus drivers can 
now deviate from a scheduled route any time 
they feel like it if congestion seems severe. 
City of Boston officials showed their support, 
saying there would be no change in the current 
practice of not ticketing wrong-way or reck- 
less drivers, thus enabling the bus drivers to be 
very creative in route selection. 


What They're Saying 


"Why are you doing this?" 

Rep. Sal DiMasi at a meeting in South Cove at which Central 

Artery/Tunnel officials presented plans to zig-zag traffic around 

the Quincy Elementary School. 

+ 

"We're talking in the tens of millions of dollars. The question is, how 
many tens?" 

Marisa Lago, BRA/EDIC director, on the possible sale of the city's ilvetti 

: if; Machado/Silvetti plan for Dewey Square. 
Boston Marine Industrial site: South Boston >» <i Flirting with Disaster—The BRA tries to lure 
. ‘ developers to Hinge Block and Hayward 
eats ier a ete re Stier ae by Las ain than the Place parcels on edge of the Combat Zone. 
: ne, it raises the question of what kind of transportation is * It's My Party—Autobiography of Sec. of 

this?" Movies Not to Miss? Transportation Kerasiotes. 

MBTA Advisory Board Executive Director Anne M. Larner 

+ 

"Massport should stay out of the development business...and go back 
to managing the airport, where the planes don't land on time and 


Dead Man Walking—The adventures of a 
typical Boston pedestrian. 

Heat—The exciting story of Rep. Frank Wolf's 
congressional hearings on the Central Artery 
project's costs. 

The Birdcage—the final evolution of the 


































€} Once upon a time... There was a road in 
the South End that needed good transit. The 










they don't take off on time." 
Menino MBTA, neighbors and the City looked hard 
stadene ee Pee ee C East for a solution. The MBTA wanted to put light 
Zz. Boston rail (“like Beacon Street in Brookline") on Wash- 


ington Street to replace the old Orange Line. 

But the Federal government said it would 
be too close to the new Orange Line and would 
cost too much. So the MBTA said, "OK, we'll 
use our own money and build a fancy trolley 
bus line that will be just as good." The City 
liked the plan to run trolley buses that would 
pull over to the curb, but complained wires in 
the Combat Zone would be ugly and too much 
parking would be lost. So the MBTA couldn't 
build anything. 

But the City forgot about the ugly wires and 
the merchants' parking and now wants the 
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= MBTA to put the trolley bus in a thing in the 
——$— ot i fs a, —_—= middle of the street. The City also forgot that 
SSF BABB pw Se a whole bunch of neighbors said they didn't 
ee SI ESYE + | ——— want a barrier in the middle of the street. So 





now there is a road in the South End that needs 
good transit. The MBTA, neighbors and the 
City are looking very hard for a good solution. 
And everyone lived happily ever after. 
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63 The 100th running of the Boston 
Marathon on April 15 will be commemo- 
rated with special memorials in Copley Square. 
Claus Oldenberg is being considered to create 
a 155-foot-high pair of sneakers (within the 
Boylston Street height guidelines) and Chnsto 
is planning to wrap the Boston Public Library 
in leftover runners' space blankets. 


¥ Fort Point 
Channel 


& The MBTA, under pressure to im- 
prove its urban ring transit services to 
complement existing radial lines, announced 
it will initiate several new ring bus routes. 
The new ring routes, dubbed DONUT routes, 
are dispersed throughout the Boston area: 
DONUT #1: Circles Savin Hill in Dorchester. 
DONUT #2: Loops Franklin Park Golf Course. 
DONUT #3: Circles the upper and lower 
levels of the Ruggles station busway. 
DONUT #4: Continously travels the 
Sweetser Circle rotary in Everett. 
The MBTA is hoping these new routes will 
_| satisfy calls for a major investment in the 
Urban Transportation Ring to provide ser- 
‘| vice to underserved areas. Schedules for the 
DONUT routes may be available next year. 
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ee o The City's new Bicycle Initiative has 
= ready developed several priority projects 

a ) . for 1996. First, city officials will learn tips to 
ARS TE RES WEE ee am E identify a bicycle on sight (two wheels, 
in and around Boston, the Boston Transportation De- handlebars, pedals, etc.). Second, the failed 
partment (BTD) has issued a plan that shows a series 


uanciedae Lafayette Place mall will be renamed 
=the “ds 3 milli ds of pedestrian refuge islands throughout the boule- Lallemont Place after the alleged inventor of 
aie oe ae vards and streets of downtown. 


aes candida the bicycle and turned in a museum romp 
w Eiffel Tower—5.332 billion francs Lallemont's honor. Finally, modeled after a 
w St. Peter's in Rome— 14 gazillian lira eo = = s come ~ eee Ee eee popular program in Cambridge, the city will 
w Trans-Siberian Railroad—9.87 million rubl the BTD is proposing eliminating sidewalks altogether close Massachusetts Avenue from Edward 
le ; woe ty and adding islands in all major streets to allow pedes- Everett Square to the Charles River on Sun- 
um Sagrada Fanti = Bercelona— 158 pilhos trians to scamper efficiently from island to island. The 
Posetas ane Comeanng City will put benches, planters and telephones on the 


days from June to September. 
= The Boston Bicycle Initiative is coordinated 
= ~ «3 Peerage Fae —_ islands. Recognizing the potential value of these is- 
Ee ee ee lands —surrounded by traffic and frequented by thou- 


by the Boston Transportation Department. 
= iter anes aeanaiing sands of pedestrians—city officials have been inun- 


The recent spotlight on the projected cost of the 
Central Artery/Tunnel project have led to inquiries 
about comparative costs for other historic infrastruc- 














tralArt unnel project — New York Yankees ballclub owner George 

. “a 778 ret 93 pecgect dated with calls from commercial interests ranging Steinbrenner has once again shown his “Selite 
Incidentall’ the vite ; —— of 8.000 mil from umbrella rental and sales to Dunkin' Donuts and of things Boston. Steinbrenner announced 
— siombaalie — : - in-line skate rentals. he has bought rights to a number of Boston 

of urban interstate highway in the United States was elo institutions and plans to rename them in the 
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New York tradition. Gone soon from the 
Boston lexicon will be Boston Baked Beans, 
Boston Chicken, Fenway Franks, and Bos- 
ton Harbor. Steinbrenner said he is ‘also 
considering buying all of Boston and renam- 
ing it "The Little Apple." 





a Subscribe to The Boston Informer! a 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. 
Don't miss an issue—subscribe now for $20 and 
receive six fact- and fun-filled issues per year! 
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MBTA Seeks Workout Team for 
Competitive Contracting 
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You were asking... 


Q. What route will the proposed North Station to 
South Station Rail Link take? 

. To save the costs of removing the old overhead 
Central Artery, the structure will remain stand- 
ing and the rail link will run on top of it after the 
depressed artery is built. 


. Did the Central Artery/Tunnel project ever re- 
solve what to do with the Rolling Bridge in the 
Fort Point Channel that must be moved? 

. Unable to find a buyer, supporters of the Rolling 
Bridge Initiative have convinced the Boston Parks 
Department to gently incorporate the bridge into 
the rejuvenated Frog Pond on the Boston Com- 
mon. 


. Who are the top 25 highest paid Massachusetts 
state employees? 

. All of them are employed by the University of 
Massachusetts and 21 of them work for UMass 
Medical Center in Worcester. The other four are 
the president, chancellor, athletic director and 
head of Polymer Science Department. Honest. 









Welcome to The Boston Misinformer, 
the annual April Fool’ issue of The Boston Informer! The goal is 
simple: provide concise public information on construction 
projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else affects living and 
working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston Informer! 
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